
... life is basically a

partnership,
a silent pact among people

and the organisations to which
they belong and all the

other groups around them ...
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The members of a community
do not live in a vacuum; we
are all dependent upon each
other, tied to each other, from
the smallest of family units 
to the largest of organisations. 
If you are part of the
community, you have a role 

to play in it, to protect and help it as it protects and helps you.
Indeed, the greatest punishment in ancient times was to banish
an individual from the family, expel him from the tribe, the
community, to remove that person from the love and protection
of the group and let him fend for himself, alone in a world filled
with danger. • The Club has always adhered to the belief that life
is basically a partnership, a silent pact among people and the
organisations to which they belong and all the other groups
around them. It is not only a partnership between the Club and
the 22,000 full-time and part-time staff scattered across its eight
divisions, it is a partnership between the Club and all of Hong
Kong. • It is, of course, always a two-way street. We in the Club

A Silent Pact
The English poet John Donne encapsulated,
several centuries ago, in a few precise,
immortal words, what today is the philosophy
of the Hong Kong Jockey Club as it interacts
with our community. “No man is an island,”
Donne wrote, “entire of itself. Each is a piece
of the continent, a part of the main.”
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provide service excellence to the Hong Kong community. We
provide sporting entertainment, we support the needy and the 
ill by our charitable donations, and we support society in
partnership with Government by the tax and duty we contribute
as Hong Kong’s largest taxpayer. In return, the public supports 
us by attending our races, utilising our facilities and, to be sure,
by letting us know in no uncertain terms what its expectations 
of a partnership should be. • We are also supported by numerous
organisations in this city, from Government to academia to 
non-governmental organisations. And that is what our Annual
Report this year is all about – the partnership between the Hong
Kong Jockey Club and the vast diversity of our city. Read here,
among other important stories, about the partnership between
Membership Services and the chefs of Diaoyutai Guesthouse in
Beijing who came to cook for our Members; about the partnership
of Hong Kong and 18 other racing jurisdictions to combat the
scourge of illegal gambling; about the Herculean task undertaken
by our Charities Trust as it works in partnership with a wide
range of organisations that seek our help. • But then, providing
that help is what partnership is all about.


