1/12/2009
Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Cup - Form comments

(G1  2000m  Turf)

	Vision D’Etat 
	Triple Gr.1 winner including 2008 French Derby and Prince Of Wales’s Stakes at Royal Ascot this year. His only unplaced runs came in the Arc when 5th last season and 10th most recently to suggest limitations against world’s very best over 2400m. Better suited back to 2000m but prefers some give underfoot; races from midfield or further back.    


	Eagle Mountain
	Avoided trouble in a rough renewal to this race in 2008 to run out a decisive winner; this followed a terrific 2nd in the BC Turf. Off the track this year with suspensory injury and beaten 10Ls on his return in CX Int’l Mile Trial; faces a race against time to be 100 per cent ready for this but stable’s runners can’t be discounted; races midfield; ground fine.   


	Presvis 
	Top class international performer; superb effort from a long way last to win the Audemars Piguet QEII Cup at this C&D last April; this came either side of a fast finishing second in both the Dubai Duty Free and the SAI Cup (most unlucky not to win the latter). Ring-rusty but not overtaxed when 2nd in recent Listed comeback; no ground issues; held up in rear.       


	Collection 
	Justified favouritism to land the MBHK Derby last term, although he was subsequently outpaced in the Champions Mile and outstayed in the Citi Champions & Chater Cup. Terrific win last time in the CX International Cup Trial and a leading player on that evidence. Settles midfield; no ground issues and unbeaten in two tries this C&D.  


	Balius 
	Runner-up in this race and APQEII Cup last year but yet to reach same heights for Godolphin; well beaten both in the Dubai Duty Free and the SAI Cup and below-par again in France and Italy after a hollow win in Turkey in September. Aptitude for this C&D undoubted but he does need to lift. Off pace runner and has no ground issues.      


	Starlish 
	Gr.3 winner in Lyon on his most recent start (CXHK Mile competitor Gris De Gris ran 3rd) to complement a Listed success early last year; overall form is a touch shy of this level and it’s worrying that he ran 18Ls behind Cup rival Vision D’Etat in the French Derby last year on his only Gr.1 start; best with some cut in the ground; races held up.  


	Mr Medici 
	Admirable and consistent import; never out of the first four locally in 10 starts from 1400m to 2400m; sole HK win came in Queen Mother Memorial Cup (HKGr.3-2400m) last term; now facing the toughest assignment of his career but still very hard to rule out readily. Attacks from midfield and no ground issues.    


	Special Days 
	Progressive handicapper last term with three wins but held in 6th beaten 2.5Ls in HKGr.3 Premier Cup in June; never competitive in the CX Int’l Mile Trial on second run this season; yet to try 2000m but he should stay; very much up against it at the weights and on ratings, even if his trainer has produced international shocks before; held up; ground ok. 


	Queen Spumante 
	Pulled off a 76/1 shock with audacious front-running tactics against her own sex in the QEII Commemorative Cup last start – she and the runner-up were over 20Ls clear at halfway; immediately prior she was over 6Ls back in 9th in the Kyoto Daishoten against males; likely to blaze along in front again; all form on good ground or faster.    


	Ashalanda 
	Inexperienced but high class 3yo filly making Gr.1 debut; just four career starts with a brace of Gr.2 wins over 2400m against females into the bargain, first when ostensibly as pacemaker for a better fancied stablemate, then most recently at Newmarket. May not be best suited dropping back in trip; flexible racing patterns; unknown on fast ground.  


	Eyshal 


	Very good campaign in 2008/09, winning four times from Class 2 to HKGr.3; best effort, though, came in defeat when 3rd just 1.3Ls behind Viva Pataca in Citi HK Gold Cup at C&D. Slightly below this standard in current preparation; could only finish 8th in CX Int’ Cup Trial despite hitting the front over 200m out; likely to race handy; all surfaces fine.  



