Environment Project (Tentative Name)
Fact Sheet

Background

· Global warming and climate change are both pressing environmental issues. The Earth’s temperature keeps rising as a result of the accumulation of carbon dioxide (“CO2”) and other air pollutants in the atmosphere which traps the heat and thus causes our planet being warmer. Gases trapping the heat in the atmosphere are called greenhouse gases.
· Human activities, such as burning of fossil fuels and destruction of natural ecosystems, are believed to be the main culprit of producing greenhouse gas emissions and lead to the increase of the Earth’s surface temperature by more than one degree Fahrenheit (ºF) in the last century.  In the last two decades, the temperate has gone up at nearly three times the average for the 20th century. 
· To raise the public awareness on these environmental issues, the Club takes an initiative to launch a multi-year city-wide Environmental Project with the aims of mitigating climate changes and minimising impacts on health through informing and engaging the public.
Donation Amount

· HK$350 million 
The Programme

1. Seminars, symposia and workshops
· The Club will partner with the Civic Exchange and universities to co-organise seminars, symposia and workshops with participation from international environmental personalities and academics who will share their knowledge and experience with local professionals and even members of the public.

2. Public awareness programme

· In order to raise public awareness on the urgency of the global warming situation, different forms of media and diverse means will be used to maximise the audience reach.
· In addition, social marketing techniques will be deployed with an ultimate aim to influence social behaviour and attitudes.
3. School education programmes
· While the public education programmes target the Hong Kong society in general, it is equally important to engage students at all ages so that not only do they become aware of environmental issues, they will also join community efforts to design and engineer a change of mindset, behaviour and lifestyles to combat threats to the environment as a result of global warming.

4. Demonstration project
· As a partner of the Project, the Jockey Club Kau Sai Chau Public Golf Course will take the lead by introducing four solar-powered boats with hybrid engines for its ferry services between the Golf Course and Sai Kung pier, tentatively starting from November 2009. Each boat can carry 100 passengers. This not only helps save fuel, cut emission and reduce marine pollution but also demonstrates the Club’s environmental awareness and alertness and its commitment in meeting stringent environmental standards in the running of the public golf course.
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