Hong Kong Memory Project

Fact Sheet

Background

· In 1992, the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization ("UNESCO") launched the Memory of the World Programme to promote the preservation of, and access to, archival holdings and collections all over the world.

· Since then, many countries have set up Memory programmes, and to date, 91 collections from 45 member states around the world are inscribed on the UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register, including those from Europe and North America, Africa, the Arab States, Asia-Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean.

· Locally, there are a number of separate projects for collecting the city’s achievements and cultural heritage, but none of these has successfully built a central emblem for the memory of Hong Kong.

The Project

· The Hong Kong Memory project is being established with a Club donation of HK$80m. It will be led jointly by the Club and the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD).

· The project is aimed at establishing a multimedia website for the collection, preservation, presentation and dissemination of Hong Kong's unique historical and cultural heritage, and to register with the UNESCO's Memory of the World in five years' time. The Hong Kong Memory Project will provide free and open access, through the Internet, to digital collections of information, stories, items and materials that reflect the collective memory of Hong Kong people.

· Content development will be undertaken by the Centre of Asian Studies (CAS) of The University of Hong Kong, in collaboration with the History Department of The Chinese University of Hong Kong and other historians, archivists and consultants. Led by Professors Elizabeth Sinn and Wong Siu Lun, retired former Deputy Director and current Director of CAS respectively, a high-level, inter-disciplinary and inter-institutional research team comprising eminent local scholars on Hong Kong studies and historical researchers will be formed to steer the project and work on the creation of digital contents and on-line collections.
· Acquisition of Hong Kong Memory material will be achieved through:

1. capitalising on available resources or valuable collections deposited in private organisations, universities, public libraries and archival institutions within and outside the LCSD’s jurisdiction through different forms of partnership and collaboration;
2. developing thematic collections through commissioning academic researches and thematic studies related to Hong Kong’s culture and history;

3. collecting life and heritage stories through oral history projects, student fieldwork studies and community involvement programmes and activities; and

4. engaging the participation of scholars, local students and the community in the ongoing process of collecting and developing Hong Kong’s collective memory archives and collections.
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